
   
 

   
 

Central High School 

English Department  

Fall 2020 – Spring 2021 

Course Number:  EN101YTDGE  

Course Title: English 9 

Semester Credit: 1 credit 

Written by Chelsea McNamara and Katie Clini 

 

I.  Course Description:   

English 9 fosters an integrated approach to language arts synthesizing: reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, and viewing. Students study literature, literary nonfiction, and composition. 

The major focus is on engaging students in a close, critical analysis of the qualitative features of 

complex texts ranging from short stories, essays, biographies, autobiographies, memoirs, novel, 

poetry, speeches, and plays. Texts read in class cover a wide range of social justice topics, 

including bullying, abuse of power, prejudice, control, gender stereotypes and inequality. As 

they read, students will analyze the causes and the effects of the social injustice. As they read 

students will also analyze character and theme development, as well as the use of literary devices 

to enhance written pieces. The composition portion of this course concentrates on three forms of 

writing: narrative, informative/explanatory, and argumentative that includes writing routinely 

over extended timeframes for research, reflection, and revision from two or more sources and 

with emphasis on writing over shorter time frames such as a single sitting or over a day or two 

from sources. In conjunction with reading and writing, students develop academic vocabulary, 

conventions of writing and speaking and listening skills. A short research project and an oral 

presentation with media are required.  

 

II. Vision of the Graduate:  

Critical & Innovative Thinker 

• Demonstrate authenticity and inventiveness in their work, generating original ideas and 

selecting the best, most effective, imaginative ones. 

• Effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, claims and beliefs, and alternative 

points of view. 

• Are proactive in problem solving by locating and identifying resources independently in 

order to take ownership of their learning. 



   
 

   
 

• Apply knowledge in new contexts and across disciplines to further their understanding 

and see that learning can be transferred to other situations and content areas 

 

Communicator 

• Speak and listen effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

•  Use language effectively to enhance meaning and impact in order to accomplish goals. 

• Use a variety of modes of expression (visual, spoken, written, performing arts, etc.) 

including the effective use of technology, to create and share ideas. 

• Demonstrate an awareness of audience and adjust style and tone accordingly. 

 

Collaborator 

• Collaborate with others to problem solve, by generating new and unique solutions. 

•  Apply intrapersonal skills, such as, self-discipline, self-management, self-motivation, 

and self-reflection, to become better collaborators. 

• Apply interpersonal skills, such as, active listening, dependability, flexibility, and 

patience, to learn and work with individuals from diverse backgrounds. 

• Assess and apply constructive criticism from peers and adults to improve work. 

 

Culturally Competent Citizen 

• Demonstrate increasing understanding and knowledge in working with differences and 

diversity in its many forms. 

•  Demonstrate cultural awareness by taking the opportunity to learn about people’s 

languages, religions, governments, histories, homes, families or daily lives. 

• Demonstrate empathy for all human beings and have an open mind towards others’ 

situations by treating all with respect, kindness, and dignity. 

• Understand how to identify their own emotions and those of others to foster 

understanding and deeper connections within our community. 

III. Student Outcomes:  

The student will be able to: 

1. Define and analyze the development of a central theme over the course of the text 

through literary elements including title, setting, plot, symbolism, and word choice. 

2. Infer and analyze the author’s intent in at least one piece of literature by thinking 

critically and presenting information in a clear and organized fashion. 



   
 

   
 

3. Compare and contrast two pieces of literature through a comparative essay that addresses 

both the social justice and thematic elements incorporated by the author. 

4. Cite and explain appropriate text evidence to support written claims. 

5. Respectfully engage with both the texts and their peers in conversations about social 

injustices in a thoughtful and critical manner. 

 

IV. Essential Dispositions  

 

 

 

The Conceptual Framework is closely aligned with state and national standards, and reflects 

the philosophy, mission and objectives of Harding-Bassick-Central High School. The vision of 

the graduate is reflected in the 21st Century Skills of a learner.  

 

Critical Thinker 

• Effectively identify and analyze appropriate text evidence to support arguments and 

claims 
• Write authentic stories and present them in imaginative ways 
• Draw on context clues to identify the theme of a text and analyze its development over 

the course of the text 
• Analyze the use of literary devices and how those devices enhance stories and/or poems 

Communicator 

• Use language effectively to enhance meaning and impact in order to accomplish goals. 
• Engage in open and honest discussions with peers in various group settings 
• Speak clearly and effectively when sharing ideas in small group and whole class 

discussions 
• Effectively participate in both small group and whole-class discussions 
• Communicate understanding of various fiction and non-fiction texts, both verbally and in 

writing 

Collaborator:  



   
 

   
 

• Work with peers to evaluate each other’s writing 

• Work with teachers to receive guidance, clarification, and feedback 

• Work in small groups to complete group readings and assignments 

Creator: 

• Demonstrate creative and original thinking to produce high quality, original works 

 

V. Priority Standards  

Unit 1 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the 

course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 

products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display 

information flexibly and dynamically. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Unit 2 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7 

Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is 

emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden's "Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's Landscape 

with the Fall of Icarus). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 

products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display 

information flexibly and dynamically. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, 

when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light 

of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/d/


   
 

   
 

Unit 3 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., 

how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 

products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display 

information flexibly and dynamically. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to 

purpose, audience, and task. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

VI. Priority Standards (Unwrapped content & skills) 

 

Content 

(What students need to know) 

Skills 

(What students need to be able to do) 

 

Unit One: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 

• How to track traits of characters as they 

develop over the course of a text 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

• How to identify appropriate text evidence 

• How to analyze key passages from a text 

in relation to a written claim 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

• How to organize complex ideas and 

concepts 

• How to make connections and distinctions 

• How to use facts and evidence to develop 

a topic 

• How to use an objective tone in writing 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

• How to develop organized original 

narratives using proper techniques (detail, 

dialogue, pacing, etc.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 

• How to organize formal written texts 

using a clear and coherent structure 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5  

• How to edit and revise to improve the 

strength of a written text 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

• How to use Microsoft Word to produce 

properly styled MLA writing 

• How to submit work using Microsoft 

Teams 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 

 

Unit One: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 

• Define characterization 

• Identify what makes characters complex 

based on traits and plot points 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

• Cite appropriate and relevant text 

evidence to support claims 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

• Draw on personal experience to write a 

well-developed personal narrative 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

• Organize ideas logically 

• Cite appropriate and relevant text 

evidence to support thesis statements 

• Write an informational/explanatory essay 

that analyzes how and why characters 

change over the course of a text.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 

• Use chronological order to structure an 

informational/explanatory text 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5 

• Engage in peer review and use partner 

feedback to assist in the revision process 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

• Use Microsoft Word throughout the peer 

review and writing process 

• Use virtual feedback from peers and 

teachers to improve writing 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 



   
 

   
 

• How to incorporate appropriate use of 

technology to enhance presentations of 

ideas 

 

Unit Two: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 

• How to identify central ideas of texts and 

how they develop from beginning to end 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7 

• How to discuss the author’s intent in two 

scenes from different texts 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

• How to identify appropriate text evidence 

• How to analyze key passages from a text 

in relation to a written claim 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 

• How to introduce and distinguish claims 

• How to develop both claims and 

counterclaims that are supported in 

evidence 

• How to use an objective tone in writing 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

• How to organize complex ideas and 

concepts 

• How to make connections and distinctions 

• How to use facts and evidence to develop 

a topic 

• How to use an objective tone in writing 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 

• How to organize formal written texts 

using a clear and coherent structure 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5  

• How to edit and revise to improve the 

strength of a written text 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

• How to use Microsoft Word to produce 

properly styled MLA writing 

• How to submit work using Microsoft 

Teams 

•  Identify appropriate technological 

choices when presenting or sharing ideas 

• Use digital media within projects to 

engage audience effectively  

 

Unit Two: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 

• Define theme or central idea and identify 

literary and authorial elements that impact 

theme 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7 

• Engage with peers to compare and 

contrast themes across works 

• Use knowledge of theme to discuss author 

intention and impact within at least two 

works 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

• Cite appropriate and relevant text 

evidence to support claims 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 

• Write objectively and formally 

• Present ideas logically 

• Cite appropriate and relevant text 

evidence to support claims  

• Write a Letter to the Editor using 

argumentative writing techniques 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

• Cite appropriate and relevant text 

evidence 

• Write an informative/explanatory text to 

compare and contrast themes found across 

multiple texts 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 

• Write a compare and contrast essay that 

uses either a block or point-by-point 

structure to organize ideas 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5 

• Engage in meaningful peer review  



   
 

   
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D 

• How to engage with texts and 

perspectives from different cultures and 

time periods in a respectful manner 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 

• How to incorporate appropriate use of 

technology to enhance presentations of 

ideas 

 

Unit Three: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 

• How to develop an understanding of 

vocabulary and literary devices 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

• How to identify appropriate text evidence 

• How to analyze key passages from a text 

in relation to a written claim 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

• How to analyze authors’ use of literary 

devices to enhance texts 

• How to use facts and evidence to develop 

a topic 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

• How to use narrative techniques to 

develop original texts 

• How to use detail to develop original 

narrative pieces 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5  

• How to edit and revise to improve the 

strength of a written text 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

• How to use Microsoft Word to produce 

properly styled MLA writing 

• How to submit work using Microsoft 

Teams 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4 

• How to speak clearly and effectively in 

front of a group 

• Use area of improvement feedback to 

strength themes and the compare and 

contrast structure 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

• Use Microsoft Word throughout the 

writing process 

• Use virtual feedback from peers and 

teachers to improve writing 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1D 

•  Analyze texts in relation to social justice 

themes 

• Engage in a respectful discussion with 

peers to better enhance their knowledge of 

social justice topics  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 

• Identify appropriate technological choices 

when presenting or sharing ideas 

• Use digital media within projects to 

engage audience effectively  

 

Unit Three: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 

• Define and identify literary devices in the 

text 

• Engage with texts and peers to discuss the 

function of literary devices 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 

• Cite appropriate and relevant text 

evidence to support claims 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

• Write a poetry analysis that explains how 

the author’s use of literary devices 

enhances the meaning of the poem 

• Write a brief analysis of how 

Shakespearean characters fit into the role 

of the tragic hero 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

• Use narrative techniques to write an 

original soliloquy that expresses conflict 



   
 

   
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 

• How to incorporate appropriate use of 

technology to enhance presentations of 

ideas  

 

• Use specific detail from a pre-existing 

text to help develop the original soliloquy 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5 

• Engage in meaningful peer review  

• Use area of improvement feedback to 

strengthen narrative work 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6 

• Use Microsoft Word throughout the 

writing process 

• Use virtual feedback from peers and 

teachers to improve writing 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4  

• Present original soliloquy to a group 

• Speak clearly and coherently 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5 

•  Identify appropriate technological 

choices when presenting or sharing ideas 

• Use digital media within projects to 

engage audience effectively 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Textbooks:  

Required Texts & Materials: 

Unit One 

• Lord of the Flies - William Golding 

Unit Two 

• “Harrison Bergeron” - Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.  

• “Examination Day” - Henry Slesar 

• “The Obsolete Man” - Rod Serling 

Unit Three 

• Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 

http://colleronline.weebly.com/uploads/2/8/2/0/2820270/lotf_text.pdf
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/001/448/original/commonlit_harrison-bergeron_student_%281%29.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T144949Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=424d7a6bb2959a86a99b20c42b284a3eec7f7798b6030cdcbe4df3702a8d5c26
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/001/883/original/commonlit_examination-day_student.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T145153Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=164d75b3698c6df46ace6c0e292dd95cfcece4df3e53818f7d0657b3cddc21f1
file:///C:/Users/kclini/Downloads/The%20Obsolete%20Man%20Script%20Written%20by%20Rod%20Serling.pdf
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/romeo-and-juliet/


   
 

   
 

Supplemental Texts: 

Vocabulary: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 9 

Unit One Unit Two Unit Three 

Short Stories  

 “One of These Days” - 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez  

Poetry  

“I look at the world” - 

Langston Hughes  

“Still I Rise” - Maya Angelou  

Non-Fiction  

“The Right to the Streets of 

Memphis” - Richard Wright.  

“The Stanford Prison 

Experiment” - Saul McLeod  

“Bullying in Adolescence” - 

Dorothy L. Espelage  

Audio/Visual Media  

“The Rose That Grew from 

Concrete” - Tupac  

“The Rose That Grew from 

Concrete” - Derek Rose 

Powerade Commercial 

 

Novels  

Animal Farm – George 

Orwell  

Born a Crime – Trevor Noah 

(excerpts or chapters)  

Short Stories   

“El Cantar of Rising Sun” - 

Sabrina Vourvoulias   

Poetry  

“Equality” - Maya Angelou  

Non-Fiction  

President Obama’s Remarks 

on Trayvon Martin Ruling  

Martin Luther King’s “I Have 

a Dream Speech”  

Audio/Visual Media  

Excerpt from Long Way 

Down – Jason Reynolds   

Excerpts from Clap When 

You Land – Elizabeth 

Acevedo (with intro by her)  

 

Novels 

I am Malala (passages or 

whole book in place of R&J)   

Non-fiction  

United Nations HeForShe 

Speech, Emma Watson  

Poetry: 

Shakespearean Sonnets 

“Wife” – Ada Limon 

“Hope is the thing with 

feathers” – Emily Dickinson 

“A Woman Speaks” – Audra 

Lorde 

VI. Course Grading Scales:  

The standard letter grade system will be employed for this course.  

 

Numerical Grade Range 

 

Letter Grade  

97 – 100 

93 – 96 

90 – 92 

87 – 89 

83 – 86 

80 – 82 

77 – 79 

73 – 76 

70 – 72 

67 – 69 

65 – 66 

< 64  

A+ 

A 

A- 

B+ 

B 

B- 

C+ 

C 

C- 

D+ 

D 

F 
 

http://www.flashfictiononline.com/pdf/fpublic0007-one-of-these-days-gabriel-garcia-marquez.pdf
http://www.flashfictiononline.com/pdf/fpublic0007-one-of-these-days-gabriel-garcia-marquez.pdf
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/52005/i-look-at-the-world
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/52005/i-look-at-the-world
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still-i-rise
https://bhs.banning.k12.ca.us/documents/Webmaster/Academics/English-Language%20Arts/Grade%209/Unit%201/The%20Rights%20to%20the%20Streets%20of%20Memphis..pdf
https://bhs.banning.k12.ca.us/documents/Webmaster/Academics/English-Language%20Arts/Grade%209/Unit%201/The%20Rights%20to%20the%20Streets%20of%20Memphis..pdf
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/143/original/commonlit_the-stanford-prison-experiment_student_%282%29.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T145628Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=7202e5309084d742aa6d936ecf63b9314d987786d27f720f224ead0883ed5b33
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/143/original/commonlit_the-stanford-prison-experiment_student_%282%29.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T145628Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=7202e5309084d742aa6d936ecf63b9314d987786d27f720f224ead0883ed5b33
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/966/original/commonlit_bullying-in-early-adolescence_student_%281%29.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T145844Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=90631fb9b367af1b0497ec973b8643ea7191b46ac877b31f20a3b8f62cea90db
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/966/original/commonlit_bullying-in-early-adolescence_student_%281%29.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T145844Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=90631fb9b367af1b0497ec973b8643ea7191b46ac877b31f20a3b8f62cea90db
https://archive.org/details/TheRoseThatGrewFromConcreteByTupacShakur/page/n29/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/TheRoseThatGrewFromConcreteByTupacShakur/page/n29/mode/2up
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wL64XbKwzLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wL64XbKwzLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wL64XbKwzLI
https://www.openrightslibrary.com/animal-farm-ebook/
https://www.openrightslibrary.com/animal-farm-ebook/
https://aderie.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/born-a-crime-trevor-noah.pdf
https://aderie.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/born-a-crime-trevor-noah.pdf
https://uncannymagazine.com/article/el-cantar-rising-sun/
https://uncannymagazine.com/article/el-cantar-rising-sun/
https://www.poetryverse.com/maya-angelou-poems/equality
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/083/original/commonlit_president-obama-s-remarks-on-trayvon-martin-ruling_student.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T145928Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=fadbaa22ae6381434b35192f353d9f5ab9cafb6ddad53cc2e7f9dd0e767fc442
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/083/original/commonlit_president-obama-s-remarks-on-trayvon-martin-ruling_student.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T145928Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=fadbaa22ae6381434b35192f353d9f5ab9cafb6ddad53cc2e7f9dd0e767fc442
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/893/original/commonlit_i-have-a-dream_student_%282%29.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T150047Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=c13c2554458f207b5f89a4e29e3c1bb968b5372808ad991c92efc9a83c6830f1
https://commonlit.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/texts/student_pdfs/000/000/893/original/commonlit_i-have-a-dream_student_%282%29.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAVWWGJUDZHQYRJAEU%2F20200827%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20200827T150047Z&X-Amz-Expires=30&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=c13c2554458f207b5f89a4e29e3c1bb968b5372808ad991c92efc9a83c6830f1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iF5MRMtpEcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iF5MRMtpEcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9zwVipEhU0&t=40s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9zwVipEhU0&t=40s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9zwVipEhU0&t=40s
file:///C:/Users/kclini/Downloads/I-am-Malala-PDF-book-by-Malala-GrowPK.com_.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kclini/Downloads/I-am-Malala-PDF-book-by-Malala-GrowPK.com_.pdf
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/emma-watson-s-united-nations-heforshe-gender-equality-is-your-issue-too-speech
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/emma-watson-s-united-nations-heforshe-gender-equality-is-your-issue-too-speech
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/Poetry/sonnets.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/147502/wife-5b61e969a97f6
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42889/hope-is-the-thing-with-feathers-314
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42889/hope-is-the-thing-with-feathers-314
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42583/a-woman-speaks
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42583/a-woman-speaks


   
 

   
 

Grades will be weighted as follows:  

 

Level 1 – AP, International Baccalaureate, Tech Prep, & Early College Experience (ECE)  

Level 2 – Magnet Honors  

Level 3 – Honors, Magnet, & Pre-International Baccalaureate  

Level 4 – (A) classes 

 

 

IX. Technology Disclaimer 

Microsoft Teams 

Microsoft Teams will be used for the posting and submission of assignments, communications 

between students and teachers, etc. Google Docs can no longer be used. All students are 

expected to adhere to the technology policies set by Bridgeport Public Schools. The detailed 

policy for Network, Email, and Internet usage can be found here:  

https://www.bridgeportedu.net/Page/12906 

WARNING    User discretion is advised in all online components of courses. When you connect 

to the Internet your hardware/software is vulnerable to security threats, offensive content, 

explicit images and profane language.   When you go online in this course, you accept total 

responsibility for what you see, read, hear and do.  

  http://www.cslib.org/eisguide.htm  

 

 

https://www.bridgeportedu.net/Page/12906
http://www.cslib.org/eisguide.htm


   
 

   
 

X. Major Course Assessments 

Assignments Description Points 

Unit 1: Characterization (Bullying & Misuse of Power) 

Narrative Piece 

Students will write a short 1-2 page personal 

narrative that effectively demonstrates to their 

peers and the teacher who they are and what is 

important to them. In addition, there will be a 

digital slide that students will present that 

summarizes the contents of their paper. 

25 Points 

Mock Trial Project 

After completing chapter 9 of Lord of the 

Flies, students will be asked to address the 

jury in regard to Simon’s death based on a 

fictionalized case. They must decide if the 

charges against Ralph or Jack as murderers 

are valid and support their claim to convince 

the jury to vote in their favor. Students may 

work in pairs or small groups. 

50 Points 

Characterization Essay 

Students will write a 4 – 5 paragraph formal 

essay that addresses the following prompt: 

Choose between Ralph and Jack in order to 

track how the character changes over the 

course of Lord of the Flies and why the 

character changes. 

• Students in honors or magnet: Students 

should choose from Ralph, Jack, Simon, 

Roger or Piggy and address what their 

role is in society 

100 Points  

Unit 2: Theme (Prejudice & Government Control) 

 

Literary Response 

Students will write a 2-3 paragraph response 

in which they identify the theme of the text 

and analyze how that theme is developed by 

the author.  

 

25 Points 

 

Letter to the Editor Project 

 

Students will write a letter to the editor in 

support or disapproval of a text based on 

literary elements and the relationship to social 

justice. 

 

50 Points 

 

Thematic 

Compare/Contrast Essay 

 

After reading “Harrison Bergeron,” 

“Examination Day,” and “The Obsolete Man” 

students will choose two stories and write a 4-

5 paragraph informative essay to compare and 

contrast themes within the two stories.  

 

100 Points 



   
 

   
 

• Students in honors and magnet classes 

will use all three stories in their essay 

 

Unit 3: Literary Devices (Gender Stereotypes & Inequality) 

 

 

Poetry Analysis 

 

Students will write a 2-3 paragraph poem 

analysis in which they identify literary 

devices used by the author and how those 

devices enhance the poem as a whole.  

 

25 Points 

 

Tragic Hero Response 

 

Student will write a 3-4 paragraph analysis of 

how either Romeo or Juliet fit the definition 

of a tragic hero. 

 

50 Points 

 

Soliloquy Project 

 

Students will write and perform a 30-40 line 

soliloquy expressing an inner conflict 

experienced by a main character Romeo and 

Juliet. Students will get to choose the 

secondary character they get to work with (ie: 

Tybalt, Mercutio, Paris, the Montagues) 

 

100 Points 

 

Narrative Essay Rubric: 

file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Common%20Core%20Narrative%20Rubric.pdf 

Characterization & Theme Essay Rubric: 

file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Common%20Core%20Informative%20Rubric.pdf 

Argumentative Writing Rubric: 

file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Common%20Core%20Argumentative%20Rubric.pdf 

Mock Trial Rubric: 

file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/iowa_mock_trial_evaluation_r.pdf 

Letter to the Editor Rubric: 

file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Dear%20Editor%20Letter%20rubric.pdf 

Soliloquy Rubric: file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Soliloquy%20Rubric.pdf 

 

XI.  Alignment of Learning Outcomes, Essential Dispositions, Standards, 
Assignments, and Assessment 

Candidate  

Learning 

Outcomes 

 

As a result of 

the experiences 

in this course, 

students will… 

Vision of the 

Graduate 

Common 

Core 

Standards 

Connecticut 

Common Core 

of Teaching 

Rubric for 

Effective 

Teaching 

(2017) 

Major Assessments 

file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Common%20Core%20Narrative%20Rubric.pdf
file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Common%20Core%20Informative%20Rubric.pdf
file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Common%20Core%20Argumentative%20Rubric.pdf
file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/iowa_mock_trial_evaluation_r.pdf
file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Dear%20Editor%20Letter%20rubric.pdf
file:///C:/Users/cmcnamara1/Desktop/Curriculum/Soliloquy%20Rubric.pdf


   
 

   
 

Produce 

narrative, 

informative, and 

argumentative 

pieces that 

address specific 

literary elements 

and devices  

 

Critical & Innovative 

Thinker 

Analyze claims and 

complex ideas in an 

organized and coherent 

structure. 

Communicator 

Participate in small 

group and whole-class 

discussions about texts. 

Collaborator 

Participate actively in 

peer review to give and 

receive feedback for 

improvement. 

Creator 

Write detailed 

narratives, 

argumentative, and 

informational texts that 

adhere to proper style 

techniques. 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.1  

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.2 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.3 
 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.4  
 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.5 
 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.1 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.4 

2a, b, c 

3a, b, c 

4c 

• Narrative 

Piece 
• Character 

Analysis 

Essay 
• Thematic 

Compare/Cont

rast Essay 

Properly cite 

and incorporate 

textual evidence 

into various 

written pieces 

using MLA 

formatting  

Critical & Innovative 

Thinker 

Identify appropriate text 

evidence that best 

supports ideas and 

claims. 

Communicator 

Participate in discussion 

to evaluate the strength 

of supporting evidence. 

Collaborator 

Work with peers to 

improve in-text citation 

skills. 

Creator 

Write formal essays and 

literary responses that 

use appropriate and 

relevant text evidence 

for support. 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.9

-10.1 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.1.A  
 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.2.B 
 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.9  

 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.1 

 
CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.4 

 

 

2a, b, c 

3a, c 

4b 

• Tragic Hero Essay 
• Poetry Analysis 

Response 
• Narrative piece, 

Character 

Analysis, and 

Thematic Essay 



   
 

   
 

Analyze the 

cause and effect 

social justice 

topics through 

novels, short 

stories, poems, 

articles, etc. 

 

Critical &Innovative 

Thinker: 

Effectively analyze and 

evaluate evidence, 

arguments, claims and 

beliefs, and alternative 

points of view. 

Communicator: 

Speak and listen 

effectively for a variety 

of purposes and 

audiences. 

Collaborator: 

Apply interpersonal 

skills, such as, active 

listening, dependability, 

flexibility, and patience, 

to learn and work with 

individuals from diverse 

backgrounds. 

Creator: 

Demonstrate increasing 

understanding and 

knowledge in working 

with differences and 

diversity in its many 

forms. 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.

9-10.3 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.

9-10.4 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.

9-10.1 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.4 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.1.D 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.1 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.5 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.4 

1a 

2a, b, c 

3a, b, c 

4a, b, c 

• Text 

dependent 

questions and 

reader 

responses 
• Mock Trial 

Project 
• Letter to the 

Editor/Film 

Proposal 

Project 

Identify and 

analyze the 

relationships 

between literary 

elements (such 

as character, 

plot, conflict, 

and theme) 

Critical & Innovative 

Thinker: 

Apply knowledge in 

new contexts and across 

disciplines to further 

their understanding and 

see that learning can be 

transferred to other 

situations and content 

areas 

Communicator: 

Use language 

effectively to enhance 

meaning and impact in 

order to accomplish 

goals. 

Collaborator: 

Collaborate with others 

to problem solve, by 

generating new and 

unique solutions. 

Creator: 

Demonstrate empathy 

for all human beings 

and have an open mind 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.

9-10.3 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.

9-10.4 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RL.

9-10.2 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.

9-10.1 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.3 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.2 

 

2a, b, c 

3a, b, c 

4c, 

 

• Mock Trial 

Project 
• Thematic 

Literary 

Response 
• Soliloquy 

Project 



   
 

   
 

towards others’ 

situations by treating all 

with respect, kindness, 

and dignity. 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.W.

9-10.1 

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.SL.

9-10.5 

 

XII. Course Map 

 

Weeks Dates Focus 

 

Quarter 1: Weeks 1 - 9 

*All dates are subject to change* 

 

Week 1 

 

 

August 31st  – September 4th  

*Narrative piece 

 

Weeks 2 - 4 

 

 

September 7th - September 25th  

*Read and discuss chapters 1-9 in 

Lord of the Flies 

*Mock Trial Project 

 

Weeks 5 - 7 

 

September 28th - October 14th  

 

*Read and discuss chapters 10-12 in 

Lord of the Flies 

*Character Analysis Essay 

 

Weeks 8 - 9 

 

 

October 15th - October 30th   

*Read and discuss “Harrison 

Bergeron” 

*Literary response 

 

Quarter 2: Weeks 10 – 19 

*All dates are subject to change* 

 

Weeks 10 - 12 

 

 

November 2nd - November 20th  

*Read and discuss “Examination 

Day” and “The Obsolete Man” 

*Letter to the Editor 

*Thematic Compare and Contrast 

Essay 

 

Weeks 13 - 15 

 

 

November 23rd - December 11th  

 

*Read and discuss Acts 1-3 in 

Romeo and Juliet 

*Poetry Analysis 

 

Weeks 16 –19 

 

 

December 15th – January 15th  

 

*Read and discuss Acts 4 & 5 in 

Romeo and Juliet 

*Tragic Hero Response 

*Soliloquy Project 

 

Finals: Week 20 

 

   



   
 

   
 

Week 20  

 

January 18th - January 22nd  TBD 

 

 

 

Instructional Protocols: (from the Common Instructional Framework) 

  

CT – Classroom Talk WTL – Writing to Learn CGW – Collaborative Group Work  

LG – Literacy Groups  Q – Questioning S – Scaffolding  

  

 CT WTL CGW LG Q S 

Protocol: Write-Pair-Share 

CIF Strategy(s): Writing to Learn; Classroom Talk; 

Scaffolding 

Time Required: 5-10 minutes 

Notes: This is just like the well-known “think – pair – 

share” with the slight change of having students write' to 

show and collect their thoughts before sharing them with a 

partner. 

 

1. Provide a prompt or ask a question.  

2. Give students a specific amount of time to silently 

respond in writing. 

3.  Students share their writing (can either summarize 

or, if needed, read their writing) with a partner.  

4.  Teacher calls upon certain groups to share their 

ideas with the whole group.   The teacher can ask 

students to share what they heard their partner say 

to promote more active listening. 

 

X X      X 

Protocol: Jigsaw 

CIF Strategy(s): Classroom Talk, Literacy Groups, 

Scaffolding, Questioning 

Time Required: 15 – 30 min or more (depending on the 

length of text) 

Notes: Experience has taught that students—particularly 

younger students—need   additional supports  (ie:  key 

vocabulary, graphic organizers or thinking maps,  etc)   to 

help them pick out the most important information when in 

their expert groups.     Also, a note taking template 

provided by the teacher (for step 5) is also helpful. 

 

  

X  X 
 

X 
  

X 
 

X 
  



   
 

   
 

1. Students get into “home base” groups.  

2. Students number off and read an assigned section 

of a text, determined by   their number.  

3. Students meet in “expert groups” (all students 

from different home base   groups, each with the 

same number) to discuss their assigned section and 

become “experts” on it. 

4. Students meet in home base groups and share their 

learning with each other.  

5.   Other students take notes when group members 

are speaking. They should also note  questions and 

ask them of the speaker after his/her material has 

been presented. 

6. Teacher calls upon groups or specific group 

members to share out key learning and ask 

lingering questions. 

Protocol: 3-2-1 

CIF Strategy(s): Writing to learn, Questioning (also 

Scaffolding, Collaborative  Group Work & Classroom 

Talk if adding steps 2 & 3)  

Time Required: 3– 5 min (for step 1); 10 min or more (all 

steps) 

Notes: This can be a great check for understanding at the 

end of a lesson, scaffold at the beginning of a lesson, or 

simply an opportunity for students to synthesize their 

learning and ask questions at any point during a lesson.  

 

1.   Have students write 3, 2, 1 vertically on their 

paper or notecard.  Instruct them to write the 

following: 3 important things you must remember 

2 new things you learned 1 question you still have  

2. You could have students just do step 1, or you 

could also add a discussion & collaboration 

element to this protocol by having students then 

get in pairs or triads, share their individual 3:2:1s 

with each other, and then come up with a 

combined group 3:2:1.  

3. Have all (or at least some) groups share out 

something from their collaborative 3:2:1 

X X 
 

X 
  

X X X 

 

 

 


